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Two Trees

There are three famous trees in Biei, Hokkaido, which stand together and are named “Parents and Child.” In the

car park adjacent to the beach in Futaba there are two trees which always reminded me of the ones in Hokkaido,
albeit minus the small one. I always loved the walk back from the beach past these trees and then though the lush
green rice fields. It was especially nice when the sun was going down and the light was diffused by clouds which
caused ever changing colors and almost parallel shafts of light over the mountains in the distance. Nature is now

reclaiming the carpark and the trees appear to be in a more natural environment .

It is not possible to witness the sunset anymore because everyone must be back at the screening area by 4:00pm.

This area was the scene of great tragedy and destruction but the two trees are still standing tall.

When the town was rezoned, the car park and Marine House were placed in the no-go zone, off limits to the public.
I haven’t seen the trees for a while so I think I will try to get a pass in order to revisit them and take a photograph
from the same spot once again. I hope they are still standing tall. The view from there will have changed somewhat.
The JA building on the left in the distance has been demolished. Thankfully it is now possible to witness the sunsets

from further down the sea wall and they are still spectacular!

January 2015  Anthony Ballard
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Misty Morning

Looking towards Marine House and the campsite. The view from here has changed a little due to the building of

the new sea wall but the Pacific Ocean is still beautiful and the river still flows into it.

July 2015 Anthony Ballard
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Futaba Rose Garden

Mr. Okada, the rose garden’s owner dedicated over forty years of his life to his passion. His roses. It is now a very

sad sight and his business is ruined. It is almost impossible to walk around now, and even the once perfectly
maintained paths have disappeared beneath the undergrowth. The famous rose garden was the pride of many of
Futaba’s residents.

The rose garden is now virtually impossible to enter, let alone walk around. Mr. Okada is currently living in

Tsukuba. He still has a passion for roses.

March 5th 2016  Philip Jellyman



