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Olympic Torch
To celebrate the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, that were postponed until 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, three
runners from Futaba carried the Olympic torch around the newly built Futaba Station area.

March 2021 Philip Jellyman

WY

MHEBFEBICSIN L 72 BEET DBRIS E 72 B 23, 14FE R D ICHTcHfiE L £ L 7,

20245F5H 74 Vw7 YY) —=V

Horses

The horse-mounted warriors of Futaba Town who participated in the Soma Nomaoi festival made a triumphant
return to the town for the first time in 14 years.

May 2024 Philip Jellyman
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Shrine

The Soma Myoken-gu Shohatsu Shrine in the Nagatsuka district of Futaba Town had evacuated together with its
sacred object (a deity). The shrine's guardians were able to rebuild the shrine, which has a history of about 600
years, and after more than 9 years, they were able to return the sacred object to the shrine. The guardians rejoiced

and celebrated.

November 2020 Philip Jellyman
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Nagareyama Odori

The Soma Nagareyama Odori dance, which enlivens the Nomaoi festival, was performed in front of the new

Futaba Town hall.

May 2025 Philip Jellyman
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New Station

A warm welcome awaited the arrival of the Hitachi Express train when the rebuilt station reopened on March

14th 2020.

March 2020 Anthony Ballard
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Dusk

Another beautiful sunset over Futaba. Most of the buildings around here were hit by the tsunami and have been

demolished. Solar panels have been erected over vast swathes of unused land, not only in Futaba, but all over

Fukushima.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Tug of War

It was a glorious spring like morning for the 2025 Daruma Festival which returned to Futaba two years ago. It was

really lovely to see such a good turn out for the tug of war and so many people in good spirits.

January 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Daruma Mikoshi

Smiling faces as the daruma mikoshi travels through the town.

January 2025 Anthony Ballard



