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Health Comes First

Mr. Izawa, the mayor of Futaba Town, is working tirelessly with various stakeholders to

reopen schools within the town. I eagerly look forward to that day.

Whenever we meet, he always says, “You should go on a diet,” showing his concern for my
health.

He is correct, I should. We both should take of ourselves and do our best for the future of
Futaba.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Carries Her Feelings Forward

Mika was in the second year of junior high school during the disaster and was one of my

students.

She told me that seeing her father, mother, and uncle return to work in Futaba ahead of her
inspired her to come back as well, wanting to do something for her hometown.

Recently, she began practicing the flute so she can take part in the town’s traditional

performing arts—something she had long admired.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Mr. Amai

When I first met Mr. Amai, he was living in Ibaraki Prefecture. He now works for a building
maintenance and cleaning service company, the president of which was born in Futaba.

The place in the photo is the company’s former headquarters, which is currently being demolished.
When I asked where he would like to be photographed, he immediately suggested this place.

About ten years ago, Mr. Amai went to see our photo exhibition of Futaba Town at Ibaraki
University on the recommendation of his friend from Futaba, Akira Onoda, who was studying at the
university. Hearing stories about Futaba from Akira made him feel personally connected to the
town.

Later, while working for an NPO, he received many consultations from people affected by the
tsunami and nuclear disaster. He saw firsthand how difficult things were for the people of Futaba
and this made him increasingly want to do something to help.

His meeting with the company president coincided with the timing of Futaba Town moving towards
recovery and he was offered a job as a sales representative. He believes this company has always had
a strong connection with the town.

Going forward, he wants to continue observing and being part of the changes in Futaba Town.

[ was deeply moved by his story.

June 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Mr. Fukasawa - The Coffee Roaster

Mr. Fukasawa was born in Akita City. He has a friend originally from Okuma town, because of

whom he visited the Hamadori area. It is his favourite place after Akita.

He said he was drawn to the town because of a strong desire to help shape a brighter future for the
region and to do something for his friend. He thinks it is also a place where that enables him to put
his dreams into action — to do what he truly wants to do. He stated that, “Although many people are
directly involved in the town’s reconstruction, I may not be doing direct reconstruction work myself,
but I still want to contribute to the town’s vibrancy and its recovery.”

His dream for his full-scale coffee roasting facility is to create coffee blends that suit each individual
shop. He hopes to create a “Futaba Blend” for people in Tokyo and other regions to enjoy, “I want
to express the flavors of the region. I believe that coffee holds the potential to that.”

It is inspiring to see young people setting up businesses in Futaba. [ hope many more will come and

do the same in the not-too-distant future.

June 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Powerful Ladies

The Women'’s Division of the Futaba Town Chamber of Commerce is truly powerful.

Whenever we ask for their help, they always respond with confidence: “Leave it to us!”

I believe that wherever women are strong, things are bound to go well.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Cafe

“I first heard about this cafe during a company information session held at school, and it caught my

interest. When I came to visit, [ was inspired by how lively and enthusiastic everyone looked while
working. The building and office had a unique, appealing style, and I thought, I'd love to work in a
place like this.”

She says working at Asano Nenshi is both challenging and rewarding, “Although Asano Nenshi’s
main office is in Gifu Prefecture, they went out of their way to build a factory here in Futaba Town.
I hope other companies will also choose to come here. It would be wonderful if more shops like this
cafe opened and the town became livelier and more vibrant again”.

I echo her sentiments entirely and hope so, too. Every time we visit Futaba, we make a point of
visiting the cafe. We're always grateful for the hospitality of the staff and for the calm, bright, open
atmosphere of this building.

June 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Mr. Kowata - Futaba Town Public Relations Dept

Shigekiyo is from Futaba. I have known him since he was an elementary student at the temporary

Futaba school in Iwaki. He still has memories of Futaba before the evacuation despite being very
young when we all had to leave.

It warms my heart to see him working at the Public Relations Department of Futaba Town office
and know that he’s chosen to live in Futaba once again. He always worked extremely hard at school
so [ am sure he will give his all to his work and help promote the town. He shared how he would like

to organize town events in the future to help with its recovery.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Sisters

The children are growing up healthily under the blue sea and sky of Futaba Town, protected
by the kind people of the town.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Chased

It was Akira Onoda, a Futaba resident and graduate student at the time, who gave us the
opportunity to hold our very first photo exhibition.

Between 2013 and 2016, he interviewed many people connected to the town and eventually
produced a documentary film as his graduation project. We were among those he continued
to follow throughout that period—but so were our friends, Mr. Nakaya and Mr. Yamane,
the two people in this photo. They too were “chased” by Akira for interviews.

I have a fond memory of all of us appearing together at the film screening and talk event in
February 2016. Afterward, we laughed and said, “Well, I guess Akira won'’t be chasing us
around anymore!”

It brings us great joy to be able to hold another photo exhibition now, made possible

through the encounters and connections we built during that time.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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The Sound of Futaba

The Shiheha Sendan Daiko Preservation Group is a creative taiko drumming group

founded in Futaba Town, now marking its 33rd year.

Before the disaster, they were frequently invited to perform at weddings and other events,
giving more than 60 performances a year—playing almost without rest.

Taiko often expresses the sounds rooted in a specific place, and many of the group’s
compositions are inspired by the landscapes of Futaba.

To preserve the sound of Futaba, they will continue drumming—without pause.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Mirai Futaba-kai
Mirai Futaba-kai, the group that organized this photo exhibition, was established in April 2023.

They are actively involved in community development and events such as Bon Odori festivals within
the town.

The core members are in their 40s, and both long-time residents and newcomers—from places like
Iwaki and Futaba—work together without division to revitalize the town.

The group’s president, Mr. Kowata, is also a member of the local fire brigade—he looks perfectly at
home in a happi coat, standing by a fire truck.

He and his peers represent the generation that will carry the future of Futaba on their shoulders.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Mr. Okawa — Musician
[ know Yoshiaki Okawa from when he was a student at Futaba Junior High School. Always friendly

and passionate about music, he pursued his dream and found success. He came back to Futaba in
2024 to perform a homecoming concert and has subsequently returned this year for a further
concert.

He told me, “I was delighted to experience Futaba’s natural beauty and the warm, kind hearts of its
residents”.

When asked about how he felt being back in Futaba he said, “The buildings have changed since |
lived there before the earthquake, but the people have remained the same, and it was great to see
old friends and classmates.”

Regarding the future he thinks, “Futaba Town will see more hotels and entertainment options in the
future. I want more people to want to visit Futaba Town. I want the town to become even more
vibrant. I hope I can convey that feeling through my performances -- that's what motivates my

work.”

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Everyone Returns Together
In Japanese, the words for “to return” (kaeru)and “frog” (kaeru)are pronounced the same.
Mr. Isuke Takakura, the district mayor of Nakano, where Asano Nenshi is located, has

returned to Futaba and continues to connect many people back to the town.

Although the Nakano area was devastated by the tsunami and is no longer inhabitable, Mr.
Takakura has dedicated himself to rebuilding the Nakano Hachiman Shrine, which was
washed away, in order to preserve the history and culture of his hometown for future
generations.

As a gardener, he had long been involved in creating gardens for Futaba residents.
Remarkably, he remembers exactly which stones swept away by the tsunami came from
which gardens. With the permission of each homeowner, he carefully places the stones, one
by one, on the shrine grounds.

Included there are the main pillars from houses that were forcibly dismantled due to being
designated for interim storage facilities, and a statue of Kannon for memorial prayers.

A monument bears the names of those who once lived on this land, and it feels as though
the town’s collective memory is being brought together at the shrine.

Among these is a stone frog statue, gifted by a friend, into which he carved the words: “May
we all return here together.”

I hope that this heartfelt wish will one day come true.

June 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Two Little Girls

One is the daughter of a mother who returned to Futaba.

The other is the daughter of a mother who moved there anew.
The two began their lives in Futaba shortly after the evacuation order was lifted.
They are like sisters—though not by blood, they are bound by the town they now call home.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard

WEEWT 13 HAR D A3k

CORREGOA—F—Th 2RI AL, PEMNIHARDORRSS LEEY T3, WEEREGH7Z 0
O ZHIkATE S, HORELIZRKERODTWE T,

202546 H T YV=— R"F3—F

Futaba Is the Future of Japan

Mr. Asano, the owner of this exhibition venue, says that Futaba represents the future of

Japan.It is precisely because the town has faced great challenges that it offers opportunities
for bold new endeavors.
His gaze is firmly set on the future.

June 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Wherever There's a Festival in Futaba, Fukuda Is There
At every festival held in Futaba Town, you'll always find Mr. Fukuda.

He’s one of the town’s spirited and stylish business owners—happily agreeing to support
this photo exhibition without a moment’s hesitation.

The laundromat he started, Teruteru Bozu, shines 24 hours a day, lighting up Futaba’s still-
dark nights.

He always says, “If no one takes the first step, nothing will ever begin.”

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Friendly Neighbors

Mr. Igari and the Murai family, who live side by side in the Eki-nishi housing complex, are

next-door neighbors.

They’re enjoying their new lives together in the renewed town of Futaba.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard
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Ms. Suzuki - Deputy Director Asano Nenshi

Ms. Suzuki learned about the establishment of Asano Nenshi in Futaba when she received one of

their towels from an acquaintance. Her connection with the mayor of Futaba also helped create a
bond with the company.

Although one person’s power may be small, She believed that if many people’s strengths came
together, they could surely contribute to Futaba Town and Fukushima, and so she decided to join
the company.

“Just as threads are twisted together, I want this to be a place where people are intertwined and

connected,” Ms. Suzuki says.

July 2025 Anthony Ballard



