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Rain Man

Mick, a good friend of mine, and his family have lived in Chiba for several years. They travelled up to Futaba on
numerous occasions to stay on the campsite by the beach. He told me before the disaster that it was favorite
campsite in Japan. It always seemed to rain when he arrived however. We had many BBQs under blue tarps as
rain fell around us. He asked me if it would be possible for him to visit the town once more in order to have a final
look at what remained of the campsite and have a walk around the town. As we entered Futaba with him in
November 2014, dark clouds descended and rain began to fall.

Mick is still living in Chiba. However, he doesn’t seem to go camping as much these days now that his son - who
was an elementary school student when he first came to Futaba - has just graduated from university. Perhaps he
should sample the delights of the new hotel when it is finished as neither of us are getting any younger and

Futaba no longer has a campsite anyway. He intends to travel up to Futaba for this exhibition. We await the rain!

November 2014 Anthony Ballard
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The Pianist

The pianist is an ex-student of mine who approached me in July 2011and asked if I could take some photographs

of her house in Futaba on my first trip back. As she was not yet fifteen years old she was not permitted to enter
the zone. By chance, in 2014 while I was walking past her house, she shouted my name and invited me in. This
was only the second time she had returned since her fifteenth birthday. I asked her what she wanted to recover.
She replied, “I really want to take my piano, but I cant”. I asked her to play for us and she obliged with two

beautiful pieces.

The Pianist is now working as an elementary school teacher in Iwaki.

February 2014 Anthony Ballard

COFIT/NEFHEADHRHORT L, iid., TR LEMVERORES S L RIFICE 2 Tk

D, BRI ELFHNTE, HEAREEY 2L, BLro2BuHICloTwE Lz, KoBEEL, ik
ICE o TRERMETLE, HEREMICESOL ZERTERANAD, HuEOTEICHMNns LTt
Fh, 2Dz, SKEO—RFZA Y OF T, HLABFICANONDEDDEIMIHY TRHATL T,

BEHEEL KR AZ22ICH T4, NFHIAIZS TR OEEICEBIICSML TWwWE S, 5. KFEICEA
TWE T,

2014%8H 7v v/ =— ~NI7—F

Dumbfounded

This house was owned by Mrs. Onoda’s grandparents. She still has strong memories of her childhood which was

spent here. She often used to visit the property until the earthquake. She would often reminisce about happy
events such as rice planting parties and Bon festivals that were always held here. The collapse of the house was a
great loss to her. The contents are now inaccessible and she can no longer touch her childhood memories.

There is nothing she can do to the property during a five hour visit.
The collapsed house is still there. Mrs. Onoda is still active in town affairs. She lives in Mito.

August 2014 Anthony Ballard
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Main Street

On March 11th a few of the buildings on the main street collapsed. Over the years of forced abandonment nature

has claimed back several areas with vegetation growing up through the tarmac. Due to the buildings being
exposed to the elements and the impossibility of repairing and maintaining them, many other structures that were
standing after the earthquake have fallen down in the subsequent years. The debris from buildings that have

collapsed has been slowly encroaching further and further out into the road each time we return.

The pre 2011 Main Street is now totally unrecognizable. Most of the buildings have been demolished or are
awaiting demolition. But out of the dust, new buildings are slowly being built, new memories are being made, and

the town is coming back to life again.
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Main street 1
November 2014 Anthony Ballard
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Main street 2
February 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Main street 3
February 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Main street 4
February 2015 Philip Jellyman

AAVYAPY)—F 5

20154F2H 740w 7 vz )—=Vv

Main street 5
February 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Main street 6
February 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Marine House

The Marine House sits on the shore of Futaba beach. The wave of the tsunami passed though all three floors,

gutting the entire building.

Marine house is still standing. It’s fate is unknown. We hope it can be saved as it is such an iconic building and a

testimony to what happened.

October 2014 Philip Jellyman
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Balls

Playground equipment lining the edge of the towns sports ground. The site of the towns annual sports

tournament now lays overgrown and unused.
The sports ground is now used as a general use area such as the staging point for the horse festival.

October 2014 Philip Jellyman
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Welcome

The courtyard of our friend’s farm suffered considerable damage during the earthquake. However the message

written on the wall remains visible, reminding me of happier times.

Sadly, the farmhouse and the outbuildings have been demolished. However, a couple of small new buildings have
been built near here to house equipment for some small scale farming. In particular, broccoli has been grown

successfully.

November 2014 Philip Jellyman
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The Ironic Sign

“Understanding Nuclear Power for an abundant life” This sign is set to be dismantled due to it being unsafe.

The sign was indeed dismantled and stored in the garage at the former town office. A replica of one side of the

sign now sits in front of the new museum.

February 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Friend or Foe

It wasn’t unusual to see both domestic animals and farm animals wandering the streets in the first year or two

after the evacuation - and more recently wild boars -but this was the first and only ostrich that we ever saw.
It ran towards me as [ tried to take its photo. [ wasn't sure if it was being friendly or aggressive and not knowing
anything about Ostrich behavior, I quickly got back in the car.

I've no idea what became of this ostrich. I hope it lived happily ever after. I read that ostriches can live for 30 or
40 years and in some cases 70, so perhaps it is still wandering the streets and I will bump into it once more in the

future. Maybe on the lawn in front of the new museum.

November 2011 Anthony Ballard
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Hiori’s Dress

A new dress ready for the first day of elementary school remains laid out in the family’s front room, waiting for an

opening ceremony that never happened.

We met Hiori earlier this year. She is now a university student. She was wearing a kimono and in Futaba for her

Coming of Age Ceremony. Time passes so quickly.

November 2013 Philip Jellyman
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Miu’s Garden

Miu wrote in her school diaries that she longed to be fifteen years old because that was the date she would be

allowed to visit her home for the first time since she evacuated. She arrived at her farm with her mother the day
after her fifteenth birthday. What she found there was unimaginably different to what she had left. In this photo

she can be seen cutting through the undergrowth with her family in order to get to the back of her house.

Miu’s house is in the area in which access is still restricted. Miu has graduated university and currently is working

in Iwaki where she now lives.

November 2016 Anthony Ballard
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Miu’s Kitchen

Miu’s mother stands in the kitchen which has been absolutely destroyed by animals such as wild boars and rats.

October 2016 Anthony Ballard
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Kitchen Takasaki

The first place [ remember visiting in Futaba was “Kitchen Takasaki”. This friendly, family run restaurant was a

popular meeting place for me and my friends. It soon become an ongoing joke that [ would find myself in there 3-

4 times a week.

After Kitchen Takasaki was demolished the site remained empty for a while until the new Aeon was built in that

area.

November 2013 Philip Jellyman
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Leaves On The Track

No trains have passed under the broken bridge at Futaba Station since March 11th 2011 and nobody seems to

have any idea when a train will once again be seen or heard here.

Thankfully, the station was rebuilt, the broken bridge was removed and trains began to run once more on March

14th 2020.

November 2013 Anthony Ballard
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Avenue

The once cared for and well maintained gardens spill out onto the street down this quiet residential road.

It is now possible for anyone to drive or walk down this avenue once again but access to the streets adjacent to it

1s still restricted.

November 2013 Philip Jellyman
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Decontamination

Although very little decontamination work has taken place in Futaba, there has been some. Priority has been

given to decontaminate areas such as grave yards where people wish to visit regularly.
A large amount of damage was caused on March 112011 at such places and some close to the sea were almost

totally destroyed. However, there has been some progress with the restoration of grave yards in a few areas.

In 2014 when we observed decontamination work in this small area the mammoth task ahead seemed almost
impossible. It took a long time but decontamination work in the planned areas was very successful and enabled
the reconstruction which we see today. It should be mentioned however that there are still vast areas of Futaba

outside this area that are still in the restricted zone.

February 2014 Anthony Ballard
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Mr. Sato. Past and Present

As of the May 7th 2015, the only person remaining missing from the town of Futaba as a result of the tsunami is

Mr. Sato’s son. He also lived in the area that has been designated as the future site of the new interim storage
facility for the waste produced by the decontamination efforts. Despite losing his son and his home he is looking
to the future and will soon build a new home with his wife so they can spend quality time with their
grandchildren. Mr. Sato returns to Futaba on the 11th of every month to search and pray for his missing son. On
February 112016, he also returned to his house.

He said he still longs to live in this house, although he has grown to accept the grim reality that it will be difficult
to return here within his lifetime. He has built a new house in Iwaki, Fukushima, and moved out of his temporary
housing unit.

Mr. Sato’s son was never found. However, a death certificate has been issued. Mr. Sato is still living in Iwaki.

February 11th 2016 Anthony Ballard
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Futaba Daruma

Futaba was famous for its production of traditional daruma. These large daruma were used in the tug of war

activities held during the annual daruma festival. If the south side of the town won the tug of war then the towns
businesses would prosper.
If the north won there would be a rich harvest that year. The daruma festival is still held at Futaba’s temporary

housing complex, Minamidai, however the large daruma remain within the town in the garages at town hall.

A new daruma was manufactured and the Daruma Festival has since moved back to Futaba.

May 2015 Philip Jellyman
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Broken

On 28th May 2013, Futaba was divided into two zones; the “difficult to return” zone and the “prepare for the
lifting of the evacuation order” zone. 96% of the town is located in the difficult to return zone. In the 4% zone,
the vast majority of the properties were destroyed by the tsunami. Most of the properties that remain standing

such as the one pictured here suffered extensive damage.

This house has long been demolished. A lot of the land around here is now covered in solar panels.

February 2014 Anthony Ballard
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Reminiscing

“I was looking for some important documents. Look what I've just found - my wedding photo!”

Our friend in the photo is currently living in Saitama with her family and wedding photo.

November 2013 Anthony Ballard
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Futaba Coastline

I often used to walk on the beaches or sea walls in this area. To the south is Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power

Station - on the horizon in the photo — and Namie is to the north. I was never sure where the border between
Futaba and Namie actually was. [ know now because there are gates separating the two towns.

Most of this area is still as it was after the tsunami hit, although on our last visit there seemed to be some
construction vehicles to the north of Futaba.

The new seawall has been completed and the view in the direction of the photograph towards the sea is pretty
much the same as it ever was. Even Fukushima Daiich looks the same from this distance, although of course the
reality is it is far from the same as it ever was. Look to the right -out of shot - however and the coastline view is
unrecognizable.

November 2012 Anthony Ballard



