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March 11th

The Futaba Junior High School graduation ceremony was held in the morning.

During the initial earthquake the students that had not already gone home evacuated the school and congregated
on the playing field. Here they experienced a number of terrifying aftershocks and heard the tsunami sirens.

No one could have possibly imagined the way in which events would subsequently unfold.

As of July 2025, the Futaba temporary school for kindergarten, elementary and junior high school students remains
in operation in Iwaki. It is the last temporary school to still be in use. It is due to close in 2028 and work is due to
start on demolishing the existing junior high school in Futaba to make way for a new school which is scheduled to

open in 2028. The new school building will accommodate kindergarten, elementary and junior high students.

March 11th 2011  Anthony Ballard
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Crack

A Futaba Junior High School student looks in disbelief at the damage caused by the earthquake.

March 11th 2011  Anthony Ballard
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Tent

The morning was a lovely crisp spring day, which was ideal for when the graduation students left the building to

say their final goodbyes to their fellow students. However, the weather took a turn for the worse after the
earthquake. The temperature dropped significantly, it started to rain and there was even snow in the air. As it was
deemed too dangerous to go back into the building until it had been checked, students and staff tried various
things - with limited effectiveness - to keep warm and dry. The wind had also increased dramatically, which made

erecting gazebos and tents almost impossible.

March 11th 2011  Anthony Ballard
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Breakfast

Futaba Junior High School was used as an evacuation center during the night of March 11th.

On the morning of March 12th, the principal of the school told the staff they could return home check on their
property and loved ones if they wished. This is our local supermarket. Here we purchased a small breakfast.

If my memory serves me correctly, the owner was selling anything you could pick up off the floor for only 100 yen.

At this time we were unaware that the nuclear evacuation order had already been issued.
After the evacuation, the owner of the supermarket initially opened a shop in the Minamidai temporary housing

complex in Iwaki. This complex has since closed and has been demolished.
He now operates a small supermarket in Iwaki.

March 12th 2011 7:00am  Anthony Ballard
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Leaving

Main Street seemed much busier than usual early in the morning on March 11th. We had no idea that the
evacuation order had been issued at this point so we can only assume that some of the people we saw were
evacuating.
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Jump! (Displayed in the second floor window)

We were looking at the trial decontamination efforts around the athletic park when Akira Onoda commented on

how this was once his favorite place in Futaba.
He used to play there every week when he was a child. For a brief moment he went back to his childhood and could

use the slide one more time.

At the time of this photo, Akira was a student at Ibaraki University and played a huge part in an exhibition we had
there in 2015. Some of those photos - including this one - are in this exhibition. He made a documentary about

Futaba in 2014 and went on to make several more. He currently lives in Mito and works for NHK.

February 2014  Anthony Ballard



