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Farming

The walk - or drive - back from the beach past the beautifully tended rice fields always gave me great pleasure. 1
think we often forget that the reason they look so beautiful is because of the hard work of the farmers.

This became apparent after the town was evacuated and nature reclaimed the fields. There was a tremendous
amount of destruction in this area when the tsumani hit. The land around here has been designated as the new

industrial development zone. This photo was taken close to where the museum and F-BICC now stand.

May 2010  Anthony Ballard
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Planting

Rice planting at Kohatas' farm was an event at which the whole family helped out. I have fond memories of their
hospitality, in particular the eating and drinking after the rice planting and subsequent harvests. This was the last

rice to be planted in this field.

May 2010 Anthony Ballard
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Storing

The distinctive JA building was used to store and process rice. The rays of fading light at sunset often seemed to
mimic the shape of the sloping roofline . The building was demolished in 2021 to make way for redevelopment in
the new industrial area.

June 2009 Anthony Ballard
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Running

The town sports day was a joyous event at which it seemed like the whole town attended. A scaled down version
returned to Futaba in 2023 on the lawn adjacent to the museum. Students from the temporary Futaba Junior High
School in Iwaki will participate in the 2025 event for the first time since 2010.

September 2009 Anthony Ballard
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Eating
Students from Futaba Junior High School sample the delights of festival food. This Daruma festival was the last one
to be held before the evacuation. The festival returned to Futaba in 2023

January 2011  Anthony Ballard



